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The recen t ly  obtained indolo[2 ,3-c]pyryl ium sa l t s  [1] a re  p r i m a r i l y  of in te res t  in connection with the 
poss ib i l i ty  of the synthes is  f r o m  them of s e v e r a l  h a r m a n  de r iva t ives .  

We have shown that  7 -methoxy-subs t i tu ted  indolo[2,3-c]pyryl ium sa l t s  a re  s i m i l a r l y  fo rmed  in the 
reac t ion  of 3 -ace tony l -6 -methoxy indo le  with acyl pe rch lo ra t e s .  The products  a re  conver ted  to ha rmine  
homologs  on t r e a t m e n t  with ammonia .  
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Thus we have obtained me thy lha rmine  (R = H, R '  = CH 3) and d imethylharmine  (R = R' = CH3). The inves t i -  
gat ions will be continued in the d i rec t ion  of the synthes is  of ha rmine  i tself ,  which has  high biological  ac t iv -  
ity, as well as va r ious  synthet ic  analogs of it. 
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