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The recently obtained indolo[2,3-c]pyrylium salts [1] are primarily of interest in connection with the
possibility of the synthesis from them of several harman derivatives.

We have shown that 7-methoxy-substituted indolo [2,3-c]pyrylium salts are similarly formed in the
reaction of 3-acetonyl-6-methoxyindole with acyl perchlorates. The products are converted to harmine
homologs on treatment with ammonia,
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Thus we have obtained methylharmine (R = H, R' = CH;) and dimethylharmine (R = R' = CH;). The investi-

gations will be continued in the direction of the synthesis of harmine itself, which has high biological activ-
ity, as well as various synthetic analogs of it. '
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